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MYSTERY SURROL

ND3 REPORTED

DEGISIVE GERMAN VIETOR

CLOUD OF UNCERTAINTY
HANGS OVER .OPERATIONS
OF BELLIGERENT ARMIES
IN POLAND

NO OFFICIAL R
REPORT ISSUE
From North Poland. Where Ger-

man Victory Is Said to Have
Been Achieved.
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(By Assorinted Press.)

LONDON, Dec. 18.—Although there
scems no doubt the Russians are re-
treating, and that for the present any
expectations the Allles may have held
of an early invasion of Germany
must be dismissed, considerable mys-
tery surrounds the reported decisive
German victory which Berlin cele-
brated last night. .

Vienna gives a few detpils of fight-
Ing in thé east. The claim iz made
that the Fussians have bheen driven
from their positions north of -the
Carpathian mountains from Krosno
to Zakliczyn, wilch would indicate
that part of the southern line of rail-,
way in Gallela again fs In the hands

of the Austrians, and that Piotrkow |{.

and another central Poland town
have been stormed, but silence |Is
maintained as to north Poland, where
the German victory is said to . have
been achieved.

. The German official report: dismiss-
cs this battle with the atatement that
“in Poland we are still pursuing the
enemy, who continues to glv: way."

Amsterdam  dispatches serve to
heighten the confysion by quoting
Berlin. papers yocgived there today es

expressing disappolntment as the fact defenges; . probabi=- hased
tha¥.#" namés' of-Battie-  Nelds. A6 nreasure on developments

mentioned, that no tangible resuits
of the fighting are disclosed and tliat
no lists are glven of the number of!
captured guns and prisoners. ' Scme
disappointment 1g expressed here at
the silence ‘of the Russians, and ad-
vices ‘from Petrograd are awaited
eagerly.” =

The Allies' offensive in- the west
continues to progress s¥%wly, ac-
eording to the Parle communication,
although the aggrogate gains claimed
during the week indicate a considera-
ble advance in Flanders and. in the
vieinity of Arrgs, where the - -Allles
seemingly’ c/e making their greatest
efforfs in the bellief that penetration
of the German lines would compel &

+  general Oerman retirement. It s
still, however, a -matter of siege war-
Jfare in Belgium and France. Berlin

‘ says many of the ptticks of the Allies
- are being repulsed. with heavy casual-
ties, which are increased when -the
Germang mine trenches which the
Allies are compelled to evacuate.

The admirdity denles the German
report that German ships which raid-
ed the east comst of England Wed-
nesday sank’ two British destroyers,
‘saying no- Brjtish ships were lost,

In reply to & request from, the cor-
porations of Hartlepool -and West
Hartlepool to investigate the raid,
the admiralty has roplica that this
will not.be necessary as the govern-
ment ig In possession of all the facts.

The coroners of che three bombard-
ed towns still ate holding inquests

, “owr the bodles of victims, the num-
hers of which contlnue to grow as in-
jured persons’ swecumb to  their

wounda,
As a rnnnhﬁi the bombardment
‘the kingdom has bheen flooded with
posters ~ readingi. “Avenge - Scar-
‘borough! Up and at ‘emn now.”
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REPORTED EVACUATED
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(By Assoclated Press.) o

SA% ANTONIO, Dee. 18.—Pri- o
vate messages received here today o
report®d that Pauline Martinez, o
who acted as spokesman for Gen- o
eral Znpata at the Agusis Calientes o
convention, had been exeented
near Mexico Clty.

A later aispaicn stated that
Martinez was exeented in Mexico
Clty by order of General Angeles
because of his action In  Joining
the forees oppow®d to the Iale
President Madero after he had
sworn alleglanee to the former
president. Such an aect in made
punishable by death under the so-
called Jugrez law of 1888,°
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CONSIDERING STNTE -

OF GOAST DEFENGES

Special Board of Army Officers
Holding Session—~Proceedings
Are Secret.

A —————

(Av  Assagints: Prews)
WASHINGTON, Dec. 18.—Headed
by Assistant Secretary Breckinridge,
a specfal board of army officers has
been In session at the war depart-
ment for severgl days considering the
State of coast defenses of the coun-
try, and particularly the military sit-
uation in the canal zone.

Proceedings of the board are se-
cret, but the fact that it was sitting
became known tonight.’ It is expected
that !t wil relmprovement of coast
in some
fn ' the
in the European

slege operationa
WAT . 1 |

Major General William W. Wither-
spoon, recently retired as chief of
Btaq, was present at today’s mect-
ing.

Eleetrocuted.

LITTLE ROCK, Ark, Dec.
Arthur Hodges, 21 years old, was
electrocuted today in the peniten-
tiary. He was the first white man to
die In this manner in Arkanras.
Hodges was convicted of the murder
of a constable. !

Anarchy Canse of War.

CHICAGO, Dec. i8.—International
anarchy is the cause uf the Ev=-opean
war, according to Dr. John Mez, of
the University of Mupich, president
of the International fety of Stu-
gents. who made an address here to-
ay.

18.—

Allles Have Advaneed.

LOXNDON, Dec. 19.—(3:51 a. m.)—A
Tinmes correspondent in  northern
France, under date of Thursday,
Bsays: 3

! “The Allies hove advanced. Thelp
troops are reported to have passed
Middelkerke and to have broken

throtgh the German line just below !

I. - U. S. TERRITORY

Dizxmude.”

Conrt Amnulls Convietlon.
LONDON, Dec. 18.—(7:16 p. m.)
—Nicholas Ahlers, sentenced Decem-

: charge,
will be freed, The court of criminal
appeal today annulled his ,conviction
on. the ground that the evidence did
not show his action in aiding Ger-
man reservists to reach their coune
g{. was hostile to England’s inter-

Surrendered to -

e e sy

Potos! garrison of several - thousand
mes have sworn ce to Carran-

, einment's support.

" .M'-cc
.of the Ame :
jarrived ' at the
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EGYPT FREE FROM
GONGTANTINOPLE

A BRITISH PROTECTORATE
OVER EGYPT HAS BEEN
DECLARED

FIRE SALUTE
OF 101 GUNS

Prince Hussein Kemal Has Been:

Appointed Sultan and Has
Accepted.

(By Associatad Preas.)

LONDON, Dec. 18.—A British pro-
tectorate over Egypt wns proclaimed
today. Prince Hussein Kemal has
been appointed sultan and has ac-
cepted. He is an uncle of Abbas
Hilmi, until now khedive..

The French government has recog-
nized the British protectorate over
Egypt, in which France formerly had
such important interests, and in re-
turn Great Britain has given notice
that it adheres to the France-Moorish
treaty of 1912, which gave France a
protectorate over Morocco.

In a letter addressed to Prince
Hussein on his appointment, the
British acting high commissioner for
Egypt, Milpe Cheetham, detafls the
efforts which he says England made
to avold war with Turkey, but which
were frustrated by the war party and
the Ottoman cabinet.

In inviting Prince Hassein to ac-
cept the offize as “the prince of the

IN GOOD SHAPE
FINANGIALLY

i OPTISMISTIC REPORT OF
FRANCE’S FINANCIAL SIT-
UATION' MADE

1915 BUDGET

_ IS EXPLAINED

Pmmﬁmd

(By Associated Press.)

PARIS, Dec. 18—An optimistic re-
port of the conditicn of the treasury
and of the general financlal situation
in Franc: was made to the appropria-
tions committee of the chamber of
deputies today by M. Ribot, minister
of finance. The minister declared
the nation’s financisl reserves were
such that *“she can regard wiihout
pmxiety the prospect of prolongation
v. hostilities.”

M. Ribot appeared to explain the
1915 budget. He told the committee
that the government had advanced to
other countries. these sums: To Bel-
glum, 250,000,000 francs . ($50,000,-

{000); | Servia, 90,000,000 francs;
Greece, 20,100,000 francs; The Bank
of Montenegro, 500, francs.

The treasury on September 1 had
in circulation 427,000,000 francs of
treasury bonds. This was Tncreased
before the end of November to 940,-

family of Mehemet Alf, mnst worthy | 200,000 francs, thg total authorized

to occupy the kinedical position with

the title and style of Sultan of Egypt,” | tober 1.

,ander the governmient’s decree of Oc-

However, the government

Mr. Cheetham announces that Great o0 Dévember 3 authorized an increase

Britain accepts all responsibilities
for defense of the territories under
the new sultan, that all Egyptian sub-
jects will be entitled tec protectian by
Great Britain, that with the disap-
pearzace of Ottoman suzerianty the
restrictions placed by Turfkey upon
the numbers and organization of the
army will disappear, that the rela-
tlons with foreign powers will be
conducted by a British representative
in Cairo, and that the relizious con-
victions of the Egyptian subjects will
be respected scrupulously

In connection with his letter the
commission In a statement tonight
says that in declaring Egypt free
from obedlence to Constantinople,
Great Hritain has been animated by
no hostllity toward the Caliphate, and
thet in any movement to strengthen
¢ud improve the Mahometan institu-
tion the new sultan will have the gov-
The promise is
made that after the war treaties will
be revised and that “In such measure
as the degree of enlightment of
pullic opinion may permit” the gov-
erncd will be associated with the task
of government,

In all garrisoned towns a salute
of 101 guns was fired and the Union
Jack was holsted.

The owllcial press bureau made this
announcenfent:

“Prince Hussein Kemal Pasha, the
oldest living prince of the family of
Mahomet AN, has accepted the post

‘of Sultan of Egypt.”

BULLETS FALL IN

(By Amocinted Press.) SR

NACO, Ariz., Dec. 18.—Five bul-
lets from the Mexican fighting around
Naco, Bonores, struck today near shel-
ters bullt by United States troops on
the border. Many other shots fall on

United- States territory,

- Plenk pa east and west of
Naco, Aris., ' were established today
by the tican - troops. The sixth

©d to be doiny most of the,shooting.
oy oy

_' w ;mu the. subfect of

the ‘visit of Brigadier General

Hugh 1.. Scott at

‘boundary.

:
7
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_agent -

the mternational |

to a total of 1,400,000,000 francs. The
{ total of national deéfence his subscrib-

ed for
francs

buw  exceeds 1,000,000,000

th'!“.g‘gnanc'a minfstgr explained that
e k of Frnz.shl‘wrvw
government for wmobilization expenses

2,900,000,000 francs. The Bank of Al-
geria advanced 100,000,000 francs.
This proved insufficient and in Sep-
tember the..government called upon
the Bank of France to increase its ad-
vances to an ultfmate total of six bil-
llon francs. -

M. Ribot!pointed out that the gold
holdings of the Bk on December
10 were slightly in excess of the
amount held juost before the begin-
ning of the war, which was 4,141,-
241,863 francs. Efforts are being
made to increase this stock. M. Ri-
bot also called attention to the com-
paratively small increase in note cir-
culation, which in the last two
months and a half had expanded only
687,000,000 francs.

The magnitude of current accounts
indicate popular confldence ip _ the
Bank of France, M. RiboL sald. The
notes-of the Bank of France, lie also
pointed out, are standing at par
abroad, while the notes of her ene-
mies "ave depreciated considerably.

DRAMATIG SCENE
IN GOURT ROOM

When Young Widow Was Led to
Witness Stand to Testify for
MF‘MO

h, (By Associsted Presa.)
NBEW CITY, N. Y., Dec, 18.—+~The
jury in the trial of Willlam V. Cleary
for the murder of his son-in-law, Eu-
gene M. Newman, witnessed = dra-
matie scame izie today when

WAR OF WORDS
IN THE HOUSE

PUBLIC HEARINGS BEFORE
COMMITTEE END ABRUPT-
LY

MEETING ENDS
IN AN UPROAR

The Committce Will Meet Mon-
day to Comjlete Naval Ap-
propriation Bill.

(By Assocated Press.)

WASHINGTON, Dec. - 18.—Public
hearingg before the. iouse naval com-
mittee ended today in an uproar
when Representative Gardopr, of
Mastachusetts, a witness, demanded
that committee members say whether
they questioned data he had submit-
ted to prove the nation’s military un-
preparedness,

Mr. Gardner's insistence so anger-
ed FRepresentative Witherspoon, of
Miesissippi, that he quit the commit-
tee room. A series of questions put
immediately aftervfirds by Represen-
tative Gray, of Indlana, aroused Mr.
QGardner's resentment anfl the mee
ing broke up abruptly. :

Representative Gardner vigorously
resented what he sald was an impu-
tation that hiz campalgn for investi-
gation of the military situation was
in the -interest of manufacturers of
war materials. He called upon Mr.
Gray, who was questioning him, to
“get up and prove his facts,” but the
lattes had nothing furthen to say, and
the chairmen <cclared the hearing
ended.

The committee will meet Monday
to complete the raval appropriation
hill, the plan helsg i» Taport i, I
possible, before the holidays. .

T -Gurdner's  -stitements  today
were based largely on the testitody
of the admirals and others before the

general board.. The war of words
came after the witness had fAnighed
tha statement and submitted to a long
cross examination. Mr. Ga\iner sald
he did not want his statements chal-
lenged later in congress and sought
an lmmediate expression - from the
committee members,

Representative Witherspoon deelar-
ed sharply ** 1t the request '9is "out-
ragecus.”

“I move that the hearings be clos-
ed,” sald the Mississippl representa-
tive. *“I am tired of this Lulrage"”

Chalrman Padgett asked him to
withdraw the motion hut he persisted,
and when Mr. Garduer renewed his
request for an expresslon of opinfon,
left the room.

“Did you write any letter '~
mercantile organizations o..
country? asked Mr. Gray whon
had Dbeen restored.

“I hired 2 man 1o send out a print-
ed letter to evpry chamber of com-
merce in the land, telling them to

any
the

I
ul‘t at
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KILLS 15-YEAR-OLD WIFE

(By Associated Press.)

Norfolk, Va. Dec. 18—John
Newton, 87 years old, shot and
killed hiv 15-year-old wife early
today at thelr home at Lambert's
Polnt, und then blew ont his own
brains.

Newton fired two bullets Into
hix wife'’s body and when she fell
dead he streteh®d himsell on the
floor by her side, placed her hand
on hin breast and fired a bullet
into his own brain,

The couple had only been mar.
ried five months. Before her mar-
riage Mrs., Newton was Miss Ola o
May Ford, 0

L]
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HOUSE IN TURMOL
OVER DEFEAT OF RULE

Legislative, Executive and Judicial
Bill Passed Aftcr l.ess Than
Three Days Consideration.

(By Amsociated Press,)

WASHINGTON, Dec. 18.—With its
machinery at high speed the house
today turned out the legislative, exe-
cutive and judicial appropriation bill
and began consideration of the post-
office appropriatica bill.

The legislative, executive and ju-
dicial bill, earrying $36,000,000 ¢ was
passed after less than three days ac-
tual consideration. Provialons for.an
agriculiural census tc gost $2,288,00,
and a proposal to reduce membera
mileage from 20-to- 5 cents ‘a mile

,were stricken out.

Postmaster General Burleson's

committee, and reports of the navy:Plibs for departmental charges were

blocked’ when the house voted dowr
a special rule to make in order new
leglalation reducing the pay of post-
‘masters, revising the raflway pay sya-
tem, authorizing experimental sub-

'stitution of contracts for the saldries

rural carrier system {n one county
of each State and providing for or-
ganization -changes. The rule was de-
feated, 148 to 131, many Democrats
opposing it.

Chairman Moon, of the postofice
committee, critivized Democrats who
voted against the rule, asserting that
“rallway influence has been hard at
work to defeat provisione of this
bill revising the railway pay system."”
He declared the defeat of the rule
was a “"betrayal of Democratic princi-
ples and a betrayal of the Democra-
tic administration by the minority on
the flopr."

Representative Henry interrupted
to assert that the only opposition to
the rule in the rules committee was
exerted by rallroad iInterests'

“Name them,” shouted Republican

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR.)

MAILED MONEY
TO LOUISVILLE

Believed the $13,500 Obtained
By Automobile Bandit Was
Shipped by Parcel Post.

(By Assocrinted Prem.)
CINCINNATI, O., Dec. 18.—The
12,500, phtained by Frank G. Hohl,
the au oblle bandit, who yesterday

the/|

robbed two banks here and was kill-
‘ed after fatally wounding a police-
man, s believed by officers to have
been shipped by parcel post to Lonis.
ville, Ky., by the robber.

A groceryman named John O,

young Wwidow, Anna Cleary Newman, Keller, today identified the dead ban-

dnto the court room to
testify for her father, former town
dlerk' of - Haverstraw and prominent

dit as the man who had come to his
stora shortly after noon yesterday,
cbtained a box, placed several bun-

| southbound,
fthis:

Leader Mann.

The house was in turmoll for a few
moments and when the tumult sub-
alded Papresentative Henry shcfited:
"I can name them. I say here and
now that the raflroad interests tried
to defeat thiw bill in the rules com-
mittee.”

Herves For Allles.

NEWPORT NEWS, Va.. Dec. 18.—
Carrying approximately 1,000 head of
horses to be used by the Allles in tho
Eurgpean war zone, the British
steamer :Anglo Saxon steamed from
Newport News for Bordeanx, France,
today.

Negro Lynched for
_Attempted Assault

fr——

(By Associnted Press.) -

FORT DEPOSIT, .Ala,, Dec, 18—
Will Jones, a negro,. was lynched
near here early today by a mob which
took him from the hands of county
authorities who were conveying him
to Hayneville, Ala., for safe keeping.
It is said the negro conféssed to ‘an
attempted c¢riminal assault on a girl

ter has | high school student here last night.

A coroner's jury late todsy return-
ed n verdict that Jones came to his
death at the hands of “unknown par-

tien." )
One Passenger Killed;

(By Assccisted Press)

RICHMOND, Va., De¢. 18 —S6uthern
Rallway passenger traln No. 13,
which left Richmond
was

INCREASE IN FREIGHT PATES
GRANTED EASTERN RAILAOADS

ALLOWED THE FLAT 5 PER
CENT. INCREASE WHICH
THEY HAVE BEEN ASK.

INF FOR 4 YEARS
I

WILSON PLEASED
OVER DECISION
m it to Have an Immediate
Effect on Country’s Economie
Situstion.

(By Associated Press) ;

WASHINGTON, Dec, . 18.—Further
increases in frelght rates were grant-
ed to the eastern raliroads today: by,
the interstate commerce commission
in a declsion from which Chalrman
Harlan and Commissioner Clements
digsented ygigorously. \

Except on Iake and rail traffic o:s.
coke, iron oro and certain other fraf-
fic, upon which the commission: héré-
tofore has fixed rates adjudicated
“reasonable,” all railroady nperatiig
in the territory between the Atlaitio
seaboard and the Mississippi north’ of
the Potomac and Ohlo rivers ware 'al-
lowed the fiat 6 pj~ cent: Ineresgse Tor
which they have been asking for
YOArs, o

The rallroads hoped to get .1
creases which would add to mrﬁ
nual revenues some $50,000,000, "Th
commission’s decision’ i’ expected! to
give them additional .
proximating $30,000,000, o

The roads east of a north and st
line drawn through Buffalo,
burgh and Charleston, W. Va,, |
by today’s declsion the. increages
er iian upe. the trafie

f o

roads west 'of thig lige, WHISH:
partial advancea in tk ¢ -
clsion, recelved further’ inoes;
that now all the roads in what is dé-
scribed as official classifiestion terri-
tory will enjoy uniform sdvances in
B rho e ":d of the commission
The majority L] : 1
held that the roads had established
in the latest hearings a greater need
of additional income than ever before.
This was due, the decision held, to ex-
igenciea arizing out of the war and to
an already existing ade
ditional revenues to maintain rail-
road proyerties. . e
Chairman Harlan, In his dissenting
opinion, held that spNcient ald L.
been given the roads by the
declsion and ,that the findings
majority were “morally
missioner Clements taged his’
upon what he regarded as the
ity, in law, of the
take cognizance of anything
making of rates other then their
tice and reasonableness, :
In administration cireles the

g

i

2
g

if

i “?;s

come of the case was weicomed as of
vast importance. Fresident Wilsgn
fesued no formal nt but the
White House officials sald he was
greatly pleased over the declisiom and
expected it to have an imny of-
fect upon the country’s, uit-

soononiic aif

uation. The president had made no
secret of his bellef that improvement
of conditions generally Wag depend-
ent, to an exter* at least, upon addi-
tional revenue being provided - in
some way for the rallroads. - - .

Traffic on which no increase .was
allowed represents about 55 nw
of the entire volume of fraight Handl-
ed by the roads. Coal, coke hud iron
ore, however, are bulky commedities,
teking lower rates, consequently the

(Contlnued on page four.)
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